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Vindhyasakti, Little is known of this dynasty except the names of ten princes, and the fact that they contracted alliances with better-known ruling houses. The architectural remains at Deogarh and Lakhnadon may, however, be attributed to them or their successors, as they could not have been constructed by the Gonds. History is then a blank until the sixteenth century, when Seom fell under the dominion of the rising Gond dynasty of Garha-Mandla. Ghansor, Chauri, and Dongartal were three of the fifty-two forts included in the possessions of Raja Sangram Sah in 1530, and the territories attached to these made up the bulk of the present District. A century and a half afterwards the Mandla Raja was obliged to call in the help of Bakht Buland, the Deogarh prince, to assist in the suppression of a revolt of two Pathan adventurers, and in return for this ceded to him the territories now constituting Seom. Bakht Buland came to take possession of his new dominions, and was engaged one day in a hunting expedition near Seoni, when he was attacked by a wounded bear. An unknown Pathan adventurer, Taj Khan, came to his assistance and killed the bear \ and Bakht Buland was so pleased with his dexterous courage that he made him governor of the Dongartal tdluka^ then in a very unsettled condition. When Seoni, with the rest of the Deogarh kingdom, was seized by Raghuji Bhonsla, Muhammad Khan, the son of Taj Khan, held out in Dongartal for three years on behalf of his old master; and Raghuji finally, in admiration of his fidelity, appointed him governor of Seom-Chhapara with the title of Diwan, and his descendants continued to administer the District until shortly before the cession. In the beginning of the nineteenth century Chhapara, at that period a flourishing town with 2,000 Pathan fighting men, was sacked by the Pindaris during the absence of the garrison at Nagpur and utterly ruined. A tombstone near the Wain-ganga bridge still marks the site where 40,000 persons are said to have been buried in a common grave *.
Seoni became British territory in 1818, being ceded by the treaty which followed the battle of Sitabaldi. During the Mutiny the tranquillity of the District was disturbed only by the revolt of a Lodhi landholder in the north, who joined the rebels of Jubbulpore and Narsinghpur. They established themselves on some hills overlooking the Jubbulpore road near Sukri, from which they made excursions to burn and plunder villages. The rebels were dispersed and the country pacified on the arrival of the Nagpur Irregulars at the end of 1857. The' representative of the Diwan family firmly supported the British Government. In 1873 the greater part of the old Katangi tahsilvi Seoni was transferred to Balaghat, and 51 villages below the
1 According to another account, the 40,000 perished in a battle between the rulers of Seoni and Mandla,